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Preface 

This is the tenth annual compilation of automotive trade statistics; the 

first was prepared by the United States International Trade Commission 

(formerly the United States Tariff Commission) in 1971 in response to an 

informal request from the Congress. 

The material presented in these tables provides information on U.S. 

factory sales, imports, exports, apparent consumption, and bilateral trade 

balances for new passenger automobiles, automobile trucks, truck chassis and 

cabs, motor buses, snowmobiles, miscellaneous motor vehicles, and motor 

vehicle parts for the years 1964-79. The bilateral trade balances deal 

primarily with United States-Canadian trade, but there are also tables showing 

aggregate U.S. trade with other countries. 

The data presented herein on imports and exports were compiled princi-

pally from official statistics of the U.S. Department of Commerce; data 

relating to U.S. factory sales were provided by the Motor Vehicle Manufac-

turers Association (automobiles, trucks, and buses) and the International 

Snowmobile Industry Association. Unless otherwise indicated, all annual data 

are for calendar years, and dollar amounts are presented in U.S. dollars, 

unadjusted for inflation. 
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Summary 

The data presented in the following tables indicate that the value of all 

imports of automotive products during 1979 was $26.9 billion, and the value of 

U.S. exports of such articles was $16.4 billion. Thus, the United States 

experienced a net trade deficit of $10.5 billion in automotive products in 

1979. This deficit represents a $1.0 billion decrease from the 1978 figure of 

$11.5 billion. There has not been a trade surplus in automotive products 

since 1967, when a small surplus of $290 million was registered. 

New passenger automobiles represented about 55 percent ($14.9 billion) of 

total imports of automotive products in 1979; motor-vehicle parts, 37 percent 

($10.0 billion); and automobile trucks, buses, snowmobiles, and other 

miscellaneous motor vehicles, the remaining 8 percent ($2.0 billion). 

MOtor-vehicle parts accounted for 53 percent ($8.7 billion) of U.S. exports in 

1979 and fully assembled motor vehicles accounted for the balance $7.6 

billion. Thus, most of the U.S. trade deficit in automotive products can be 

attributed to the importation of new passenger automobiles. 

The United States imported automotive products valued at $10.0 billion 

from Canada in 1979. Of this total, $3.9 billion represented the value of new 

passenger automobiles; $4.3 billion, motor-vehicle parts; $1.5 billion, 

automobile trucks; and $300 million, miscellaneous motor vehicles. U.S. 

exports of automotive products to Canada in 1979 totaled $9.9 billion, about 

89 percent of which consisted of new passenger automobiles and automotive 

parts, indicating a $59 million trade deficit with Canada. With the exception 

of 1975, when the United States had a small trade surplus of $237 million with 

Canada, a Canadian trade deficit has been recorded each year since 1967. 
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Trade deficits in automotive products between the United States and all 

countries other than Canada (primarily Japan, West Germany, and the United 

Kingdom) have grown steadily since 1967. U.S. trade with these countries has 

deteriorated from a $1.7-billion surplus registered in 1964 to a $10.4-billion 

deficit in 1979. 
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